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Dr. Debas is the Executive Director of Global Health Sciences at the University of 
California-San Francisco.  He is also the Maurice Galante Distinguished Professor of 
Surgery and holds hospital appointments at the University of California Medical Center 
and the Mount Zion Medical Center. 
 
 Dr. Debas received his BSc in Biology from Addis Ababa University College 
(1958) and an MD from McGill University (1963).  He also completed courses in 
management and administrative training at Harvard University and the Association of 
American Medical Colleges.   
 
 Dr. Debas is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada, a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a member of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, the International Society for 
Digestive Surgery, the American Association of Endocrine Surgeons, the Institute of 
Medicine, the American Board of Surgery and the American Medical Association, among 
many others.  He has received honorary degrees from McGill University, Imperial 
College, Oregon Health Sciences University and the University of British Columbia.  Dr. 
Debas has received the Abraham Flexner Award from the American Association of 
Medical Colleges (2004), a Fellowship at the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Study and 
Conference Center (1999) and the Diversity Promotion Award from the University of 
California San Francisco Council of Minority Organizations (1996).  He is also a member 
of the United Nations Commission for HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa.    
 
 Dr. Debas has authored over 200 publications, including 2 books, 38 book 
chapters, and 100 abstracts.  He has also presented at over 100 international, national and 
regional scientific meetings  
 


